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WorkinJ apan has only begun

Band brings music,
awareness of last year’s
earthquake to Ottawa

TONY LOFARO

uildiugs are being recon-
= repaired

cleanup continues in and
around Sendai, Japan, but the coastal
region is still a wasteland with thou-
sands of homes dﬂt:wed,niﬂ an
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of Tohoku region and killed and in-
jured tens of thousands of people.
There were meltdowns at the Fu-
kushima Daiichi Nuclear Power

mtﬂ:mﬂmbwkwnoml, said
Maynard Plant, who along with his
brother, Blaise, and friends Hideki
Mori and Takuya Kikuchi formed
the pop-rock band in 2000..(Blaise
Plant spoke frequently to the Citizen
in the days and months following
the quake.)

The band performed a free concert
Tuesday night at Zaphod Beeble-
brox on York Street. They were here
to connect with fans and share their
experiences of the disaster.

“Of course we will always remem-
ber; said Maynard Plant in an inter-

'view prior to the show.

Hesaidlanmenpeapleareﬁery
" and dur-
ing relief efforts he saw their in-

domitable spirit more than once. He
said he volunteered in the cleanup

and
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brought the Hideki Mori. mmmmmmwm

in the Sendai region alongside other

Japmewaudinmemhnnb‘ ‘brother:

teersloatfamﬂymmbers.

*You work with a guy, shovel-
ling and cleaning up homes and
when you chit-chat with them you
just think he's a regular Joe going
through the same experiences as
you are. But then he tells you how he
lost his wife and daughter and how
he had to let go of their hands be-
cause the force of the water was too
strong,” he said.

Maynard’s bandmate Takuya Kiku-
chi said Japanese people are motiv-
ated to rebuild the towns and cities.

“There’s a courageous sentiment
among everyone to just keep mov-
ing forward for now because even
though a vear has gone by we are still
at the beginning.” he said, through a
translator.

*It’s amazing how quickly the
infrastructure has been put back in-
to place in the areas that were hit by
the earthquake.™
Maynard said his bandmates are
finding solace in music and last year
established the Send Love project.
They held an outdoor charity con-
cert in Osaka in July that raised
about $200,000. |

The band’s latest single Hero is a
campaign song for the Japanese Red
Cross.

“Music takes my mind off every-
thing when I am on stage. You got
lost in it and the audience does too,"
mmmm.



